
We want to get your input 
about how best to preserve the 
housing.  The electricity; the 
plumbing; the roof, other are-
as: Where would you put your 
money?  We'll have fun and 
give each resident that attends 
the meetings a thousand 
"RAD" dollars, in play mon-
ey, to demonstrate how they 
would spend it.  Notices about 
the meetings will be going out 
to those living in buildings 
expected to convert in the first 
phase.  We hope to see you 
there. 

Cincinnati Metropolitan Housing 
Authority successfully completed 
a major step in preserving and 
transforming affordable housing 
it owns and manages. The RAD 
or Rental Assistance Demonstra-
tion applications were submit-
ted to the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment in late October. The 
conversion process is lengthy 
and CMHA is awaiting the next 
major step which is a HUD 
issued approval through a 
Commitment to enter into a 
Housing Assistance Payment or 
CHAP.  And please keep in 

mind, CMHA is committed to 
providing quality affordable 
housing and will continue to 
meet building maintenance 
responsibilities throughout the 
RAD process.  
 
And we want to hear more 
from you! Our properties are 
your home and information 
you can provide about im-
provements that will help eve-
ryone who lives there are 
needed.  The RAD teams will 
be back out to those proper-
ties expected to be some of 
the first to convert to RAD. 

WHAT’S NEXT WITH RAD! 

CONSTRUCTION BY THE NUMBERS 

Construction Chit Chat 

Environmental challenges in your home can mean 
remediation or abatement work needs to be done 
at the unit. What does the RECD team mean 
when they use those words in relation to your 
home repairs?  Abatement involves removing the 
problem from the structure or enclosing it in 
such a way that it no longer causes damage.  
Remediation means addressing the underlying 
problem so it doesn’t happen again.  In other 
words, remediation is an extra step to resolve 
problems.  
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UFAS Modifications  November 2017 

Under Construction 18 units 

Modification Costs $326,100  

Site & Sound Completed 184 



Crew Bash: Crew Bash: Crew Bash: Crew Bash: Children at Millvale had a good time 
playing with paint and their work is helping to 
beautify what’s usually a smelly situation.   
Crew Bash was not just a trash can painting 
contest, it was a family friendly event where 
participants enjoyed food, drinks and prizes.   

Torrence and Washington Terrace 

(see photos).  The entire agency is 

preparing for the RAD conversion 

and Mike is part of the team work-

ing on physical needs assessments 

or looking at the renovation needs 

for all properties.  With that in 

mind, Mike encourages your partici-

pation at meetings, “The RECD 

Department is here to make the 

properties better but we can’t do 

that without the input of residents 

so they have to let us know what’s 

going on.  We are holding meetings 

for residents prior to the start of 

the RAD  projects to seek input, 

Mike Koch is the Manager of De-

sign Services at CMHA and he’s 

been with the agency since 2001.  

As the Design Services Manager he 

is the liaison between CMHA and 

the architects, engineers and sur-

veyors who work with the agency 

on renovations and new develop-

ment.  Mike often works on the 

conception or design idea of pro-

jects and follows them through 

until the end of construction.  He’s 

played a role in the build of Bald-

win Grove, The Reserve, Cary 

Crossing and West Union Square 

but he is also actively involved in 

renovation work at older sites like 

RECD TEAM SPOTLIGHT 

Constructing Futures:  NOVEMBER 2017 

 

Fire Safety Tips:  Fire Safety Tips:  Fire Safety Tips:  Fire Safety Tips:  With the increase in the number of fires erupting at various 
sites we want to remind you of some steps you can take to keep your family 
safe.  Working smoke detectors are a critical first step for staying safe. Smoke 
detectors must stay up at all times. Please see your management office if you  
• Limit distractions when cooking and do not leave the stovetop unattended.  
• Do not throw water on a grease fire. Baking soda is the best defense. 
• Never leave a burning candle unattended. Blow it out before leaving the 

room or before you go to sleep.  
• Teach kids never to play with matches and lighters. Place the items out of 

the reach of children. 
• Create an escape plan. Practice with a stopwatch. The kids will love it.  

that’s where we hear the priorities 

of residents.” 

 

Mike is very active outside of CMHA; 

he owns and operates a cattle farm.  

He has also volunteered as a bas-

ketball and baseball coach and 

served as a scout leader. He is the 

proud father of three adult children 

and graduate of the University of 

Dayton and University of Cincinnati. 
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